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Message from the Headteacher
The blossom has just started to bloom on our ‘Davenant
Tree’ Summer is on the way, though I did brush off a
dusting of snow off my car this morning. Not the snow
day we would wish for, maybe next year.
It has been a short but very packed term. Year 11 and Year 13 are working really hard
with their teachers to prepare for their upcoming summer exams. Sports teams have
had outstanding success and Trips, Visits and Shows are back with a bang with students
enjoying what is on offer. We have always taken pride in what we offer above and
beyond the normal curriculum, it is part of who we are. We want every student to
enjoy those extra opportunities whether it is a trip, club, instrument lessons or one of
our shows. Staff do not have to do any extra-curricular clubs, the amount of
opportunities we offer is a real reflection of the dedication of our staff and how they
want to give our students varied experiences.
We do have a charity called the Reynolds Trust where parental donations
are used to enhance the experiences and opportunities for students. Thank
you to all parents that haven given or who are giving, it makes such a
difference. If you feel able to, please access the Charities Aid Foundation
website by using the QR code or following this link CAFDONATE
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/17600#!/DonationDetails where you are
able to set up a regular Direct Debit.

Bible Reading
MFL Languages
and music recital
International
Women’s Day

Next term we have an Essex Football final, Cricket tour, Summer show, athletics, sports
day, charity walk and of course the official opening of our new building….goodbye to the
‘temporary’ classrooms that have been part of Davenant for decades.
Have a wonderful break. Take care and God Bless. Mr Thorne

Teacher Training

Return to School after Easter: Tuesday 19th April
HALF TERM
Monday

Key Dates

Dates cont.

30th May

Thursday 21st April

Tuesday 3rd May

to
Friday

Y8 Parents Evening

Early Closure 2.30pm

Thursday 28th April

Friday 6th - Friday 13th May

3rd June

Y7 Parents Evening

Y12 Exams

Monday 2nd May

Half Term

MAY BANK HOLIDAY—SCHOOL CLOSED

Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June

World Book Day
World Book Day is a joyous occasion! It's a celebration of authors, illustrators,
books, and most importantly, of reading. This year marked the 25th anniversary
of World Book Day, which took place on Thursday 3rd March and students at
Davenant came together to celebrate in various ways.
Throughout the day, we all listened to a short story called "The Security
Light." Forms competed to identify different books, in an image, and also
teachers who were hiding behind books. Congratulations to 8N, who won
the form competition; they will shortly receive their form breakfast... and
extra house points to Salisbury! Year 7 students were treated to virtual
author talks by Robert Muchamore and Amy Kim Kibuishi. 7A took part in a
football/reading quiz, with Premier League and Women's Super League
players and authors, Alex Bellos and Ben Lyttleton asking the questions.
Students in Year 9 were treated to a live author lecture by Manjeet Mann, who
is also an actress, playwright, screenwriter and director. At lunchtime, we had
two rounds of our Big Book quiz. Our overall winner of both quizzes was library
leader Talullah in 10D (( can confirm that there was no collusion involved!).
The primary purpose of World Book Day in the United Kingdom and Ireland is to
encourage children to discover the delights of books and reading by providing
them with the opportunity to own a book. Millions of book tokens are distributed
to students in schools thanks to the generosity of
National Book Tokens Ltd, publishers, and bookstores.
Students can exchange their voucher for one of the
ten £1 books at their local bookstore. We had hundreds
of £1 books in the library (we actually still have quite a
few, if anyone wants a second) that students could take
home. They can also use their £1 token as a discount on
any book over £2.99.
According to current
research, reading aptitude
or, more importantly, being
an engaged reader appears
to be the best predictor of
future educational
accomplishment and life
success. The following
factors are crucial in
supporting reading:

This story can fit 75-125
words.
Selecting pictures or graphics
is an important part of adding
content to your newsletter.
Think about your article and
ask yourself if the picture
supports or enhances the
message you’re trying to convey. Avoid selecting images
that appear to be out of con-

text.
Microsoft Publisher includes
thousands of clip art images
from which you can choose
and import into your newsletter. There are also several
tools you can use to draw
shapes and symbols.
Once you have chosen an
image, place it close to the
article. Be sure to place the

caption of the image near the
image.

Davenant Sport and Health
The Spring term has been extremely busy in PE with many
opportunities for all years to get involved in a variety of after
school clubs and Regional, District and Inter-house competitions
including Football, Athletics, Cross Country, Netball, Rugby,
Basketball and Swimming.

For the latest information
please visit:
Sports and Health on the
Davenant Website

Football News
ESSEX SCHOOLS CUP:
Success for Year 10 Football team beating both FitzWimarc School and Southend High
School for Boys on their way to the semi-finals of the Robert Cook U15s Cup where they
took on Sydney Russell HS from Dagenham, Wednesday 30th March. We are proud to
announce that the boys have reached the Final of the Essex Cup with a disciplined 1-0
win. They played so well throughout, hitting the woodwork 3 times. It seems they
deliberately waited to score the only goal (Moore) until school finished and students
flooded over to watch the last 30 minutes. Our captain (Feeley) was player of the match,
driving and motivating his peers to the end. Well done lads!
WESSA DISTRICT FOOTBALL
All the boys’ teams (7, 8, 9, 10 and 11) have managed to finish their District league fixtures with Year 9 Boys being
the success story winning their group without dropping a game all season, and reaching the final on the 3rd May.
Year 7 are also potential finalist but it will come down to results between others schools to determine their
outcome this year. They have, however, gone through to the final stages of Lyca Mobile Cup which was hosted by
West Ham Foundation so we are expecting more success from this very vibrant team.
It has been disappointing that there has been limited opportunity for the girls to get
involved this term although we have two strong teams taking part in the District 7 aside
tournaments and have high expectations for them. We can now report that Year 8 lived
up to the high expectations by winning the entire competition on 24th March at Roding
Valley High School, it was an amazing performance from all the girls who are now the
District Champions!!

Athletics
Indoor Athletics
Four teams from Year 7 participated in the
School Cup at Lee Valley Athletics Centre
and while we didn’t progress to the finals, it
was great experience for Year 7 students
which showed at the inter-school sports hall
athletics event organised by the West Essex
School Sport partnership. The Year 7 boys
and girls both finished in 2nd place while the
Year 8 took the winning spot in both girls and
boys competition, it was a thoroughly
enjoyable event.

Basketball
A similar format to last term with Year 7 team
playing a 3v3 tournament at West Hatch with an
A & B team and the boys did very well finishing in
4th place for the A team and a credible 2nd place for
the B team. The Year 8 also played in the same
format and went one better in that the A team
finished in 3rd place and the B team achieving that
2nd place. Well done boys good results. We are
looking to find friendly fixtures for all year groups
going forward as we have a very comprehensive
lunchtime basketball program running which is
enjoyed and very well attended especially by
Year 11/12.

Davenant Sport and Health
Netball WESSA Tournaments

Four consecutive weeks of netball enabled Years 7, 8, 9 and U16 take part in
strongly contested tournaments with categories A and B for each year group.
The highest success was seen by Year 7s who were winners in Category B
group, well done girls great foundation to build on for next year.

For the latest
information please visit:
Sports and Health on the
Davenant Website

RUGBY
While there were no official fixtures this term, a number of
friendly games took place between Trinity Catholic School and
Davenant in Years 7, 8 and 10. The three games were highly
competitive and with Davenant winning two of the Inter-house
Rugby was contested by Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 in two groups on a
warm, beautifully sunny morning, Years 7 and 8 competing and
9 and 10 competing.
It was a brilliant event enjoyed by both students and staff alike.
Well done to Gillingham who took the honours of winning the event
outright. (photo Year 7/8 inter-house)

WESSA Cross Country
There have been two events this term the first being the Essex Schools competition hosted at
Stubbers in Upminster where 32 students from Year 7 and 8 competed against students from around
40 schools from across Essex. Mr Humphries was extremely proud of the Davenant studets with
three boys, H. Stockill, D. Arnold, N. Gould, being selected to take part in the Essex County
championships on the 26th March.
The overall position of our A teams were - 7 girls - 11th, 7 boys - 13th, 8 girls - 6th and
8 boys - 12th, Amazing results considering that these competitions are always of a high
standard and always involve schools that compete & often win national finals. It should
also be noted that Davenant was a handful of schools to have B teams in each race
and shows how far we have come in cross country development and great foundation
to build on for next year. (photo D Anderson)

The second event was the inaugural West Hatch Invitational District event at
Metropolitan Police Sports ground, again we took 30 plus students and were highly
successful with individual medallists in Year 7 Girls, Year 8/9 Boys, Year 10/11 Girls
and team winners in Year 7 girls, Year 8/9 boys and girls. Other notable Cross
Country successes earlier in the year was T. Frith who qualified for the inter-county
Championships.
(photo T Frith and D Anderson)

Davenant Sport and Health
Swimming
Davenant hosted, at the beginning of March, the first of two District Galas this
term for Years 7 and 8. It was an excellent event with five schools attending
Davenant Foundation, West Hatch, Forest, Roding Valley and Ongar and that
is the same order that they finished with Davenant taking first place by a 15
point margin. The second event was a couple of weeks later being for
Year 9 and 10/11 combined, hosted by West Hatch, and once again Davenant
did themselves proud finishing in second place to Forest.

For the latest
information please visit:
Sports and Health on
the Davenant Website

The inter-house Gala for Year 7-10, proved to be another successful event
being very well attended especially by Year 7 and 8 in both the boys and girls
competition.
The overall House winners for the boys, winning all year
groups, was Gillingham with 48 points, Salisbury had 33 and Whitechapel with 25. While the girls
event mirrored the same winning sequence, Gillingham, Salisbury, Whitechapel, the competition was
much closer with only 5 points separating 1st and 2nd and 3 points between 2nd and 3rd.
Congratulations to all those that got involved it was a great experience.

And in other news…. Leadership Opportunity
Davenant students were invited by the West Essex Sports partnership to become leaders supporting SEND competitors both in the pool and poolside at the Regional Panathlon event hosted at the
Aquatic centre in the Olympic Park. Fifteen students were selected, each student was outstanding
in performing their assigned duties making the event highly successful and enjoyable by all involved.
All leaders were presented with a certificate and an open invitation to further events. A number of
the student leaders also remained in school on the 22nd March to assist with an Aqua splash event
for SEND students, hosted at Davenant, where they again demonstrated their ability to support
others to participate in physical activity.
(Photo 1 – Swim Leaders; photo 2 Poolside assistance; photo 3 Pool assistance)

Year 11 History Trip
On 2nd March, 113 Year 11 students visited Whitechapel and the
London Dungeons to support their understanding of Paper 3 Crime
and Punishment in Britain 1000-Present. Students spent one half of the
day being shown around Historic Whitechapel, learning from expert
guides, about living conditions, migration and crime in East London
during the second half of the nineteenth century. Students saw
landmarks such as the Peabody Estates, the Jewish Soup Kitchen, key
locations that were involved in the Jack the Ripper murders and the
police’s hunt for Jack.
The other half of the day was spent inside the London Dungeons
where students experienced the horrors of historic London, including
the Gunpowder Plot, what life was like to live during the Plague, and
who Sweeny Todd was.
It was a fantastic day that both staff and students thoroughly enjoyed.

We are proud to let you know that we have donated £3,191.50 through
our various fundraising efforts and donations on behalf of the Christian Aid/
DEC Ukraine Crisis Appeal. This includes our parent pay appeal, Form
fundraising activities for 7A and 8A and our Jubilee Pudding Competition.
Our thanks to those who kindly contributed to this appeal.
For more information please visit the Christian Aid website at
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal.

Careers Talks
We had a really fun and informative talk from Grace Haughian, Recruitment Program
Manager at Google. Grace travelled over from Google’s European Head Office in Dublin
with a fun Kahoot quiz about all things Google and some unique google prizes for the
podium winners. Grace informed us of a new Post 16 apprenticeship scheme that
Google have just introduced in their London office following
feedback from our students. Grace was delighted by the
many questions that were asked about Life in
Google. Students were fascinated that all meals are free,
freshly made and Google had to set up online cookery
lessons during lockdown as some of their employees had
never cooked for themselves before! Deadlines for this
year’s London office apprenticeships closed on the 18th March but future
opportunities will be posted on the Careers Site.
Mr Cohen who runs Cohen Davis Solicitors and is a parent of students at Davenant, gave a full house
talk on a Career in Law. Mr Cohen broke down the different pathways to a career in Law and the
routes to becoming a Solicitor and/or Barrister. He gave an insightful historical background to both
careers. Mr Cohen was delighted with all the varied and interesting questions including a Year 7
student asking about the ethics of representing a person who committed a really awful crime. It was
wonderful to see the amount of hands raised at the end expressing an interest in Law, including our
own!
Davenant Careers Site
New jobs, work experience and summer school opportunities have been added to the Davenant
Careers Site. Now is the time for Year 11 and Year 12’s to apply for university summer
schools that can help with university applications. Some of these are on the Davenant Careers
Site but many universities run a summer school and will have more details on their university website.
Upcoming Activities
Year 12 - Summer term activities for Year 12 include:






4 May – Post-18 options evening for students and parents
8 June – Trip to the University of East London to attend the UCAS
Discovery Exhibition
11-21 July – Work Experience – forms need to be in by 20 April
A group session on post-18 options with our independent careers adviser
Wednesday afternoon careers lessons including sessions on how to research options, applying
to university, making job or apprenticeship applications, writing personal statements and more.

Year 10 will all have had their individual careers guidance interview by the May half term. They will
also be attending work with their parents/carers for our child to work day on 27 May 2022.
Consent forms need to be back by 20 April.

Supporting Careers
If you would like to get involved in supporting our careers programme, we are always
looking for individuals to help with careers talks, mock interview sessions, assemblies,
work experience and tutor talks.
Please get in touch at careers@davenant.org

International Women’s Day - 8th March 2022
International Women’s Day was celebrated this
year with a resounding success. The event was
organised by the Senior Diversity and Inclusion
Ambassadors (Sixth form students), who hosted
an inter year group lunchtime session with the
aim of celebrating womanhood and to discuss the
barriers to gender equality. The Reynold’s
Lecture Theatre was filled with students from
across all year groups.
The national campaign this year was entitled ‘Break
the Bias’, which a encouraged everyone to reflect on
how they can address their personal biases and how
they can actively champion gender equality (https://
www.internationalwomensday.com/theme ).
Students discussed questions such as: what does
being a woman mean to you? What makes you feel
empowered? Have you ever felt like you weren’t
taken seriously?
It was very heart warming to see pupils come together to share their thoughts, ideas and experiences.

Calling all students and staff - Bible Reading
Please join us for sessions of Bible Reading every Tuesday
between 12.40pm and 1.15pm in the Reynold’s Lecture Theatre.
This is open to all students and staff.
We would really like to see representatives from all year groups
as we continue to nurture Mind, Body and Spirit.

Goodbye to
Rooms 50 and 51!

MFL Languages and Music Recital
Tuesday 15th March saw our first
ever Languages and Music Recital,
a joint venture by the Music and
MFL Departments. Around thirty
students from across all year
groups performed a variety of
musical and poetic pieces in
French, Spanish and a range of home languages in front of friends and family.
Acts ranged from a Japanese poem, a beautiful Italian operatic piece to solo
performances on the guitar, the flute, the piano and the violin. Some students
did honour to their home languages, such as Angelica who sang a moving
Moyna Strana, Moyna Balgaria in Bulgarian and Matthew who sang Ying Yian
Mei in Mandarin Chinese.
During the interval we shared some delicacies from
around the world, some of which were kindly donated
by parents, and the evening ended with a rousing
performance of Bella Ciao by the Junior Choir
accompanied on the piano by A Cheal.

It was a highly enjoyable evening and a delightful and happy way
in which to celebrate the diversity of our linguistic community at
Davenant through the universal language of music.

We hope it will be the
first of many!

Parent’s Association
This term it was so nice to welcome some new members at our first face to face
meeting in a while. A very productive meeting, thank you to all the contributors.
Our Easter raffles prizes were difficult to keep away from the staff. We raised a
staggering £700! Thank you to everyone that supported this fundraiser.
The ticket sales stopped at 1pm Thursday and winners were drawn Thursday at
5pm by Staff & Students at random.
Winners were from:

**WANTED**

1. Large Lindt egg - 9N

2. Medium Dairy Milk egg - 7N

NEW Chairperson

3. Sweet Jar - 9T
4. Dairy Milk Bars - 7D

Required September 2022

5. Dairy Milk Bars - 11N
7. Lindt Bunny - 8T

If you would like further information
on this voluntary role please contact

8. Lindt Bunny - 7N

us on the PA email address.

6. Lindt Bunny - 11A

Congratulations to all our winners.
Easyfundraising sites are helpful to our organisation and at no additional cost to you. Make sure you
sign up and use it every time you buy online. Register with www.easyfundraising.org.uk for Davenant
Foundation School Parents Association, every time you buy through this site they will donate a
percentage to us. This could be your weekly online shop, Amazon, Ebay and other big brand shops.
So far this has raised an additional £673.64.
We have been very fortunate that we have still been able to raise some much needed funds for the
school and honour our commitment to pay for the school minibus. With your support we are excited
to be able to contribute to the new site, landscaping the picnic area and memorial garden, for all
students to enjoy, socialise and reflect.

To support us with the challenge, please do not hesitate to contact us at DavenantPA@hotmail.com
Thank you as always for your continued support.
Niccy Marshall & PA Team

Jubilee Pudding Competition Winner
After receiving a number of fantastic entries, the
judging panel had the hard job of choosing five
applicants to go through to the final.
On Monday 21st March, the final of the Davenant
Jubilee Pudding Competition took place.
Our five finalists created their winning entries.

N Noonan, E Taylor, P
Maust, A Youngson and
J Clare were all deserving
winners and all worked
extremely hard.

The Winner of The Davenant Jubilee Pudding Competition with her
light sponge was E Taylor. Well done!

Davenant Teachers also had a staff Bake off with the Biscoff by
Mr Walker being the staff favourite.
We had a bake sale with the staff cakes and raised over £95
for the Ukraine crisis.
A big thank you to all involved.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Amendment: Congratulations to N Narkiewicz in Year
8 who danced her way to the top championship award at
the Starrocker Stage School’s festival held in Woodford.
This achievement was featured in the Local Guardian and
Ilford record newspapers.

Macbeth at Shakespeare’s Globe!

Davenant students visiting Shakespeare’s Globe for a performance of Macbeth.

Chess Tournament
Carl Parasram is the overall winner of the Chess
Tournament, narrowly overcoming M Cousens in a
title decider that took over an hour to complete,
over 2 days. Marven lost a bishop mid-way through
the game and could not recover, as Carl eventually
pushed his one piece advantage, and eventually
replaced a pawn for a queen.
The top players will now have the opportunity to go
forward to the Area Finals of the Delancey Schools
Chess Challenge (date TBA soon).

Well done everyone !

Final Table
Played

Points

C Parasram
M Cousens
A Brown
J Cohen
S Connery

7
7
7
7
7

19
19
17
17
15

C Gell
O Prosser
T Linton

7
7
7

15
15
13

L Stokes
F Allen
T Parasram

7
7
7

11
10
10

Year
11
8
7
8
9
9
10
8
7
9
7

