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NEWSLETTER
Message from the Headteacher
Christmas trees, Christmas
concerts, Christmas Fair and
Christmas jumpers.
Christmas meals, Christmas
service, Christmas readings,
lots of chocolate.
We did it, we made it and
we made it special!
Sports clubs, chess club, singing clubs and more..

NEWSLETTER
Please follow our parents association

Key Dates
Return to School after Christmas
Break:
From Tuesday 4th January 2022 until
Thursday 6th January
(see rota below for more detail due to
testing arrangements)
Friday 7th January
Y11 Mocks Commence

Monday 10th January
Parents Association AGM Meeting

Fixtures, recitals, and friends we adore.

Y11 Mock Exams Week

Lessons at school and break times outside

Monday 17th January

House competitions that fill us with pride

Y13 Mock Exams Week
Friday 4th February

Our new library with books for us to now read

P.A. Y7 and Y8 Disco tbc

Visits and trips and opportunities to lead

Thursday 10th February

Davenant is Back, it’s what we all love

This school is blessed by the Lord up above
Merry Christmas to you all!
Mr Thorne

Y11 Parents Evening
Monday 14th—Friday 18th February
HALF TERM

Return to School after Half Term:
Monday 21st February

Message from the Governors
And so, it's almost Christmas and can I again record my thanks, and that of all of the governors, to all in
our wonderful school community.
This term has been packed with both excitement and challenge. We had the joy of seeing the school
return to something approaching normality. Seeing our students familiarise themselves with the whole
school site and participate in the full range of extra curriculum, sporting and performing arts activity, has
been wonderful.
We had an Ofsted inspection which recognised that our school is a good school, a school which has
outstanding features and a school of which we are all proud. Our students were exemplary, especially our
sixth formers, our parents were generous in praise and support and our staff and leaders worked really
hard to try to ensure that the inspectors had the opportunity to see and feel our school as we know it.
We have a new building which seems to have shot up, car parking nightmares and a leaking roof as well
as student trips, awards and Christmas concerts!
Of course, managing all of this as well as the on-going Covid challenges has not been without its cost.
Many students and staff have had to deal with personal difficulties and have needed support. All staff
have worked tirelessly to ensure our young people feel safe, continue to learn, to grow and to reach
towards their potential. We are a school living out its values in practice - determined, open-minded,
respectful, inclusive and compassionate.
As your governing body we have done our very best to support the senior leadership team in their
endeavours to keep staff and students safe and at the centre of everything we do.
I hope you and your children enjoy the Christmas festivities and I wish you the blessings of the season.
Thank you as always for your faith in the school, for your best efforts to support and encourage your
children and for your prayers.
May you and your family and friends stay safe and well. God bless.

Mary Vine-Morris
Chair of Governors

The Reynolds Fund
The Reynolds Fund
The Reynolds Fund supports the many extra- curricular and enrichment opportunities for our students.
This is possible due to the support from our parents who very kindly make a regular donation to this Fund.
Thank you if you already contributed. If you do not already, we do hope you will choose to make a
regular contribution.
If you feel able to, please access the Charities Aid Foundation website by following this link
CAFDONATE where you are able to set up a regular Direct Debit*.
Here is a snapshot of how donations are used:

Reynolds lecture theatre – remodelling an area to create a tiered seating area for lectures, concerts,
etc. – a facility we hope to use much more now the school is returning to normal
•

Minibuses - the fund pays for one minibus (the Parents’ Association kindly funds the other)
•

Duke of Edinburgh Scheme – the fund pays for a dedicated in-school co-ordinator
•

Extra- curricular sports – coach transport to fixtures, affiliation fees, etc.
•

Extra resources for the library
•

•

•

Fitness Suite equipment

Awards, badges etc. to celebrate student success

Events in line with our Christian ethos (Christian Union, Mission Week, etc.)
Supporting awards evenings, sports matches, concerts, etc.

We plan to enhance the equipment in the new teaching block – we are very excited to have received a
government grant to replace our portakabins with a bespoke new building – but a Reynolds
contribution will help to equip it
The Fund also facilitates the successful Music and Drama activities that Davenant is renowned for: music
and drama tuition, extra-curricular music activities and the regular concert seasons.
If you have any questions, please email our Finance department on accounts@davenant.org who will be
able to help.
We are determined to maintain and improve even further the excellent provision that we offer at
Davenant. We do hope that you will make a contribution that shows your support for the school.
The Trustees of Davenant Foundation School - The Reynolds (School Private) Fund
Charity registration 292223
* We have partnered with the Charities Aid Foundation for the first time this year to provide a secure and
accessible method of donating. Existing parents will note that this is a change of practice – but we still welcome
traditional standing orders – if you want to increase your existing standing order instead – please do so.

January 2022 Testing Arrangement

English Speaking Union—Public Speaking Competition
This half term two teams participated in the English Speaking Union Public Speaking Competition.
This is an incredibly competitive event, and we are often one of the only state schools participating.
Our two teams performed amazingly:
Team 1 comprised of D Duodu, S Abdul and O Prosser. and Team 2 comprised of A Goh, F MCaughley and
R Arthur.
We won several awards:
Best Speaker - O Prosser
Beat Chairperson - F McCaughley
Best Questioner - D Duodu
Most importantly, Team 2 won overall and advanced to the Regional Final, which will be held in February
at Anglia Ruskin University.
This is an incredible accomplishment. Well done to all involved.

Prayer Boat
During COP26 students were engaged in the
urgent need for climate change, and said
prayers for the leaders at the conference and
for the whole of God's creation.
Students turned their prayers into boats
designed to sail up to Glasgow for their prayers
to be heard.
https://www.instagram.com/p/CXT-4kUobM8/?
utm_medium=share_sheet

Performing Arts Update
The Music Department have had an exceptionally busy
term preparing for a plethora of recitals, concerts and
services.
Our students have been inundated with revision classes,
mock exams, interviews, auditions, instrumental and
vocal exams.
On Thursday 23rd November we had the Senior Recital evening and students in Years 10-13 showcased a
fantastic array of repertoire. C Kent did a fantastic rendition of Bach’s Adagio and V Callomon did a
particularly lovely performance of Albinoni’s first movement from his Concerto in D minor.
Last week the music Department hosted the Christmas
Concerts series for the first time in two years. Both evenings
were excellent with some brilliant feedback from staff,
parents and students. The Year 7 and 8 students made their
debut on stage with their Christmas Medley which was also
a roaring success.
Despite the busy term our students have continued to be hugely successful. In Year 13 L Barker has just
gained a place at The Royal Welsh College of Music and Year 11 students E Parenzee and L Weaver, both
gained scholarships to study at Chigwell School’s Sixth Form.
We look forward to seeing you all at future recitals and events.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Mrs Tubb
Director of Music

Art & Design Department
Remembrance Day Poppy Wreaths

Some beautiful and thoughtful responses to the poppy design entries –
we were able to create a fantastic display in the school hall with all the
paper poppies from Year 7 & 8.
Well done from the Art Department

Art & Design Department
With Christmas fast approaching, Year 7 turn to Christmas card
designs. Here are just a few examples …

Merry Christmas
from the Art &
Design Department

Parents Association Update
The Parents Association have been so pleased to be able to hold face to face
events once again. Our year started with Quiz nights for Years 7 & 8 which
were well attended.
Our fundraising has continued with our biggest fundraiser of the year - The
Christmas Fair. We had a wonderful turnout of donations on Non uniform
day.
We would like to thank everyone who came to support us on the day in
particular our sponsors for the event: JD Wood Estate Agents, Warburtons
Bread, Dominos Pizza, Pearl’s Florist & Event Decor Specialists, Bless ya Art,
Beauty Within and Footsteps Dance School to name a few which helped us raise over £6000 in profit for
our school.
Last year we donated two 10ft Christmas trees to brighten up the reception area and add some sparkle
and memories to the hall. At least this year we are now able to share this with the whole school at
assemblies and concerts as we move around the buildings once again.
We have supplied refreshments at the Christmas Concerts to support our performing arts department
and showcase the talent we have in the school.
Our biannual Grand Draw tickets went on sale and it was amazing to see how many tickets you bought
this year. At the time of writing we do not yet have any winners, but will notify the lucky people directly
with their prize money.
In the new year we will be holding our AGM which was postponed from November to Monday 10th
January 7pm in the Arter Library. Please join us if you can. We also have planned a disco for the Year 7
and Year 8 students with details to follow after Christmas.
We have had an exceptionally busy first term and would like to thank you for your generosity, our
children will reap the benefits for the years ahead.
We wish you all a safe and blessed Christmas. Niccy Marshall & The PA Team

Dates next half term for your diary are:
Annual General Meeting - Monday 10th January 7pm - Arter Library
(please note a date change to the one previously advertised)

P.A. Year 7 and Year 8 disco—4th February (details will be sent after Christmas)

Davenant Sport and Health
ESFA & Essex Cup Football.
U14 & U15 boys have progressed to round 3 in the Essex Schools FA Cup.
Good luck to them in the New Year.
In the English Schools Football Association:
The U14 Girls progressed to Round 3 but were beaten away at Orleans Park School.
The U14 Boys made it to Round 4 before being beaten at Samuel Whitbread Academy.
U18 Boys (pictured below) progressed as far as Round 4 until losing to a strong team at Alleyn’s School.

U18 Boys Indoor Hockey
For the first time Davenant had an
indoor hockey team. The sixth formers
pulled together and won the qualifying
game that sent them to the East Region
Tournament at UEA Sportspark in
Norwich on Sunday 5th December. They
represented the only state school
competing against 6 independent
schools. They kept their heads held high
and a left with a commendable record of
winning 1, drawing one and losing 4 matches.
We look forward to seeing them in action again next year (pictured below).

For up to date information please visit:
Sports and Health on the Davenant Website

Davenant Sport and Health
WESSA Cross Country
Davenant school were crowned WESSA district cross-country
champions after a commanding performance at Burnt Mill
Academy. Out of the 6 races that took place, Davenant
students won 4. I Cowell, T Frith, J Geller and K Beeton were all
individual champions and will now represent WESSA schools
along with H Stockill, J Arnold, D Arnold, F Williams, L Knapman,
D Anderson and D Mitchell.
Basketball round-up

Year 7 team played a 3v3 tournament at West Hatch with three teams.
Two of the Davenant teams won all of their games.
Year 8 team played a 3v3 tournament also at West Hatch with positive
performances on the night from all three teams.
Year 9 team played a fixture against Roding Valley and won convincingly 34-3.
U16 team played West Hatch and narrowly lost by 4 points. Stand-out
performances from K Thomas and M Crowley.
Netball WESSA league games
Many WESSA games played against a number of schools including: King Harold
Academy, West Hatch, Ongar, Roding Valley, St Johns and Debden Park. The girls
are looking forward to round 2 in the New Year.
LVISC Y8/Y9 Girls B Final runners up
Lee Valley Indoor Schools Athletics – The Year 8 & 9 girls progressed
through to, and finished runners-up in the B Final. M Bentley achieved a PB
in the high jump and G Olusegun achieved a PB in 200m. All the girls did
really well and show promise for the future

Gymnastics

D Cunningham competed in the National Finals for the whole of Great Britain,
representing the Eastern Region. She achieved 3rd place individually for vault and was
the 3rd highest scorer in the Eastern Region. Overall, her team came 4th place for Great
Britain. She is a senior member of the squad and is so passionate about inspiring young
minds that she dedicates at least 20 hours a week to coaching younger members of the
squad. She is extremely dedicated to her sport.

For up to date information please visit:
Sports and Health on the Davenant Website

Davenant Sport and Health
Swimming Gala
Year 7, 8, 9 WESSA District Swim Gala away at West Hatch.
There was a stand-out performance from S Connolly.
Davenant hosted a Year 10 & 11 WESSA District Gala. All swam
really well, considering they have not had a gala for two years.
A Grant swam like she had never swam before, as did all of the
team!
WESSA District rugby—girls
U15 Girls Rugby Team
performed very well in their
first tournament at Robert
Clack School back in
November.
They
look
forward to future games
and tournaments as they
continue to enjoy their
training.

WESSA District rugby—boys
The Year 7 team won having
won all of their games in the
tournament.
The Year 8 team came a close
second, closing in their final
game after winning the previous
four matches.

For up to date information please visit:
Sports and Health on the Davenant Website

Davenant does it again! 330 shoeboxes were collected and donated.
Thank you to all the parents, staff and students who have given so generously.

Lost Property
Uniting lost property with owners is important to us.
We are continually looking for volunteers to help on a
Wednesday lunchtime.
Please email reception@davenant.org if you have a few hours
spare every 2-3 weeks.
Thank you!

Chess club meets on Wednesday lunchtimes, Room 30, and
welcomes players of any standard, all years.
No need to sign-up!

Our school tournament will start in
January, which is part of the UK Chess
Challenge (you can apply on parentpay
soon).
Our top ten usually get to play at the
Area finals (and maybe further on to the
UK finals!)

Textile Donations

Harrison’s Spicy Cauliflower Salad
“Chef Abs” – Harrison Catering
INSTRUCTIONS

INGREDIENTS
Cauliflower
Sweet Chilli Sauce
Light Soy Sauce
Ginger paste

Lightly boil the cauliflower in salted
water and leave to cool.
Add the Ginger, garlic, soy and sweet
chilli sauce together with the fresh
chilli and coriander.
Drizzle olive oil and mix
together. Enjoy!
Chefs tip!
Replace olive oil for sesame oil
Adjust chilli according to taste!
When making this recipe, we would
love to know how you get on!

Congratulations!
Many congratulations to F McCaughley in Year 11 who came third
in the U15 Girls Southern England Region Oireachtas, qualifying
for the Irish dancing world championship.

Epping Forest Youth Council and Young Essex Assembly
Davenant has five students who currently serve as Epping Forest Youth Councillors, and three
representatives of the Young Essex Assembly. They worked with youth councillors from other local
schools to deliver the Epping Forest Climate Action Youth conference in the Civic Offices on 19 th
November.
Members of the School Council attended the event which incorporated guest speakers on topics
relating to climate action:


Sustainable Travel, Nick Hill Essex County Council



Food & Nutrient Action, Ashleigh Howard Epping Forest District Council



Waste Action, Fran Edmonds Epping Forest District Council
Environment Action, Jess Hodges CountryCare, Epping Forest District Council
Councillor Holly Whitbread - Housing Services Portfolio Holder, Epping Forest District Council

Davenant pupil M Prinsloo was the opposer in a youth debate on the topic: This house believes the
blocking of roads and other disruptions, is the right way to get climate justice.
K Odeyemi spoke on her involvement with the YEA through which she represents the youth of
Essex.
The Youth Councillors are to be congratulated on delivering an event which was a great success.
Attending students gained knowledge on steps that can be taken to reduce climate change, and
also had the opportunity to engage with local adult councillors.

Picture P1200941 – School
Council representatives with
Davenant’s Youth Councillors and
Chairman of Epping Forest District
Council Councillor Helen Kane

Think about a career in teaching

In the Community….

